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SUBJECT: BYPASS LINE DEFECTS IN JAPAN BWR NUCLEAR PLANTS 

1. MITI INSPECTED SIX JAPAN BWR'S AND FOUND MINOR DEFECTS 
IN TWO OF THEM. STAINS WERE FOUND ON A BYPASS PIPE WELD OF 
TEPCO'S FUKUSHIMA 1 (460 MW BWR) NUCLEAR POWER REACTOR. 

TEPCO IS REPLACING THE BYPASS PIPE. AN UNIDENTIFIED SHADOW 
WAS SEEN UPON ULTRASONIC INSPECTION OF THE BYPASS PIPE OF 
CHUBU EPCOS HAMAOKA (540 MW BWR) NUCLEAR POWER REACTOR. 
CHUBU WILL ALSO REPLACE THE SUSPICIOUS BYPASS LINE. 

2. OTHER INSPECTIONS WERE CARRIED OUT ON TEPCO'S FUKUSHIMA 2 
AND FUKUSHIMA 3, AND CHUGOKU EPCO S SHIMANE PLANTS BUT NO 
DEFECTS WERE FOUND. PRELIMINARY CHECKS WERE MADE ON JAPCO’S 
TSURUGA PLANT BUT NOTHING NOTABLE WAS FOUND. JAPCO WILL 
CARRY OUT FURTHER CHECKS DURING PLANNING MAINTENANCE TO BEGIN 
OCT. 26. 

3. ACTIVE COOLANT LEAKAGE WAS NOT FOUND IN ANY OF THE ABOVE 
CASES. 

4. MITI'S INSPECTIONS WERE PROMPTED BY DETECTION OF LEAKS 
IN THE BYPASS LINES OF SIMILAR US BWR'S. 
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